FELLOWSHIP FINDINGS

Sully Christian Reformed Church November 2011

November 6 ) )
AM Judges 2:10-23 "Rescued" AM Preaching Series

PM Zephaniah 3:8-13 "Then and Now"

Growing in Christ...Rooted in Scripture is the

November 13 title of our journey through the Bible. The title
AM Rev. Kevin Vryhof reminds us that no matter which story the Bible is
PM  Rev. Rick Admiraal telling it is whispering the name of Jesus Christ.

And the more we desire to grow up in Christ the
more our lives must be rooted in the whole of
scripture. The full story of God's love for his
people, his saving work, and our glorious hope in

November 20
AM Ruth 4:9-22 "The Empty Made Full"
PM Zephaniah 3:14-20 "The Remnant Restored"

November 24 — Christ is found in all the pages from Genesis to
Thanksgiving Day Service Revelation. Our journey continues...
November 27

AM 1 Samuel 2:1-11 "Lifted Up"
PM Habakkuk 1:2-3 "The Strangeness of God's
Ways"

PM Preaching Series
The Canons:

Through this evening series we take a look at some of the grounding doctrines of Reformed
Theology. The Canons of Dort were born out of great struggle of helping us understand more clearly
how our salvation works. And so together we will take a deeper look at the work of God that brings

us salvation in the midst of our brokenness.



Blessings Given and Received

When the wind turns colder our thoughts turn to quilts and warmth. It was time for our first
quilting session of the season on October 19. It was so good to see the amount of willing workers on
that day.

We used three sewing machines, which got a good work-out to keep up with the assembly

crew. Needless to say, we were served a delightful lunch by the kitchen committee. Thank you to all
for bringing quilts and backs to aid in our numbers.

There were folks who kept sewing through the summer, which started our tally out with a
bang! We also had several crocheted baby blankets, as always, for happy little folks to keep cozy. Our
final tally was over 105!

All larger quilts were given to Central Iowa Shelter and Services in Des Moines. The rest,
including crocheted blankets, were given to Hope Ministries.

Ruth Circle is mindful of Sandy Nikkel in the loss of her husband, and the house fire. We want
to express our sympathy and show our compassion by sending her a beautiful quilt, along with our
prayers.

Until next time, thank you to all for your support. Watch for the next sew day in several
weeks. May the Lord bless our work and contacts that are made.

-Ruth Circle

We would like to sincerely thank the “412” young people and their leaders for doing such a
fine job of cleaning off our flower beds, and washing the windows last Saturday. We feel truly
blessed to live in such a loving Christian community. Also thanks so much for your continued
prayers and visits. God bless you all.

-Junior and Berdena Vos

Council Clippings

General Fund $ 20,359.61

Collection Fund $ 7813.92

Benevolent Fund $27,036.94

Building and grounds $20,293.35 savings $ 5886.64

Congregational Meeting will be Nov. 28 at 7pm

Kitchen has been painted.

Michael and Megan Ribbens will be here May 27-June 3.

Sheryl Baarda will speak about her work with the Angel Tree Program Oct. 30 pm
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Pastor Brian will use the 24 week of Nov. for a Study week.



Spotlight on..

Church Property
Committee

Committee Members:
Stan Fopma

Phil Hoogeveen
Dan Dunsbergen
Gary Fynaardt
Wes Laverman

Les Laverman
Brent Rolffs

Roger Bruxvoort

The responsibilities of the committee include:

O O O O O O

Building, grounds, and parsonage

Responsible for all major repairs and expansion projects.
Maintain and prepare the parsonage for the pastor.
Maintain the church building and contents.

Maintain the grounds and parking lots.

Help the janitors with repairs they are unable to do alone.

The goals of this committee as we serve the Sully Christian Reformed Church or the greater body

of Christ are:

o To maintain the church building, grounds, and parsonage by keeping them in good

working order.

o Look into different possibilities to ease the overflow parking issue north of the church.

NOTICE

The Cadet Hog Roast will be held on Wednesday, November 16 in the Sully Christian
School gymnasium. The Cadets will be serving from 5 to 7:30 pm. They will be accepting a

freewill donation.



Giving of our Gifts and Talents

Coffee Servers

November 6 Phyllis Zylstra, Zelda Engbers
Greg and Amee Pleima
November 13 Roger and Carolyn Zylstra
Wayne and Nora Ritter
November 20 Mike and Val Nikkel
Brent and Brenda Rolffs
November 27 Wes and Heather Zylstra
Marv and Rayma Rozendaal
December 4 Russ and Gladys Stravers
Norm and Betty Schuring
December 11 Keith and Darlene Struik
Ben and Mindy Six
December 18 Howard and Marilyn Vander Griend
Jeff and Jody Stravers
December 25 Murray and Kendra Pothoven
Bryce and Donna Arkema

Make juice on Saturday so that it has time to chill. Meet
in the church basement before the service to set up-
instructions are in the kitchen.

If unable to serve, please trade with someone.

Greeters
November 6 Scotty and Brenda De Nooy
Ron and Nancy Swank
November 13 Ron and Judy Beyer
Orville and Nellie Zylstra
November 20 Wes and Heather Zylstra
Bill and Bertha Zylstra
November 27 Roger and Marlene Bruxvoort
Ed and Joyce Dieleman

Nursery Attendants

November 6
A.M. P.M.
Cindy Laverman Lyn Howerzyl
Amee Pleima Joshua Fopma

Krista Fopma Kyle Van Kooten
Amy Dunsbergen

November 13
Karla Vos Nora Ritter
Linda Zylstra Derrick Jansen
Abby Pleima Miles Goodyk
Tessa Howerzyl

November 20
Marla Vos Shawna Fopma
Judy Beyer Graham Howerzyl
Miranda Nikkel =~ Brenden Six
Autumn Vos

Thanksgiving

Julie (L) Van Wyk, Kelsie Johnson,
Natalie Vos, Olivia Ritter

November 27
Jennifer Lowry Bonnie De Nooy
Vicki Nikkel Kara Van Wyk
Raeann Fopma Kelly Van Wyk



To God be the Glory

Offering

SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER
November 6 CRWRC World Hunger Relief

November 13 Sully Christian School
November 29 Synodical Ministry Shares
November 24 Thanksgiving Envelope Offering

November 27 Education Fund
Second Offering Sully Christian School Envelope

Our Mission at Sully CRC is to
Reach people with the love of Christ.
Renew people in the Spirit’s power.

Respond to God’s love by worshiping
Him and by caring for and serving others.

LETTERS TO MISSIONARIES

Glenn and Nancy Zylstra to Joel & Jeanie
Huyser

o Wes and Cindy Laverman to Christine Roos

o Randy and Jodi De Vries to Mike & Megan
Ribbens

o Ervin and Gayle Fopma to Verlyn & Carol
Schaap

o Marcille Jansen to Tom & Cheryl Soerens

o Stan and Clara Hoogeveen to Jim &
Josephine Zylstra

o Ida Harsselaar to Matthew & Laura Lanser

REST HOME SCHEDULE
November 13 Heritage Manor —2:30 PM
Larry Van Wyk, Matt Van Maanen, Darren Van
Wyk

November 20 Newton Care Center - 2:00 PM
Lauren Van Wyk, Trevor Nikkel, Jerri Jansen,
Wes Zylstra

November 27 St. Francis Manor - 3:15 PM
Don Van Rees, Jason Lowry, Jeff Stravers

NOTE: The first person listed is the leader of the group
and should contact each member. If the group is unable
to go, please notify the committee so the nursing home
can be notified. Thank you.

Clarence and Judy Van Zee 593-6619

Judson and Pam Vos 594-3700
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Growing in Guace

“But Grow 1n the Grace of our Lord.” 2 Peter 3:18

v
Thanksgiving:
Remembering more than just the Turkey!

Sandwiched somewhere between Halloween and Christmas
is a Thursday holiday that is slowly becoming more
miniscule in the minds of millions of Americans -
Thanksgiving. If you search hard, you might find one small
section of Thanksgiving cards, autumn decorations, and a
turkey platter amid the aisles and miles of Halloween
costumes, Christmas decorations, and toys.

For some, Thanksgiving is a day to get a list together prior
to a day of marathon Christmas shopping. Somehow our
perception of Thanksgiving Day has gone askew. We've
forgotten the reason for celebration that first Thanksgiving.
Gratitude for survival!

Historically we think of Thanksgiving as a time of feasting
for the Pilgrims and Indians. In the fall of 1621, the Pilgrims
had been in America less than a year. During those months,
over half of their original population died from disease or
starvation. The Pilgrims hosted the first feast not to try out
their latest recipes, but to celebrate life with their Indian
friends and give thanks to God for His provision in difficult
circumstances.

Perhaps this year we could change our thinking and focus
on gratitude. God has so richly blessed each of us and we
should stop more than one time a year to remember and
celebrate all the amazing things God does for us.

Bible Verse Lookup

Give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good, for his steadfast
love endures forever.

Psalm 136: 1

Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. IThessilonians 5:18

They will celebra‘begour
abundantg:odnesoancl







October 2011

Matthew, Laura,
David and Micah Lanser

matthewlauralanser@gmail.com

lansers.wordpress.com

lanserprayers.wordpress.com

Returning to the
Bible School—Some
Numbers:

Before we unlocked the

front door, we:

e Had 10 visitors

¢ Killed one spider

The day that we

arrived, we:

e Had 14 visitors

e Killed three big
spiders and one
little scorpion

e Changed our
propane tank and
started our fridge
Moved two beds
Hung three
mosquito nets

e Had one hour of

generator-provided

lectricit
e Were hot but

pleasantly surprised

that it wasn't too
bad (It was only in
the mid-80's,
though the

humidity was 80%)

The first full day, we:

e Had 22+ visitors

e Woke up to cool
weather (75 and
windy)

e Measured the

biggest crack in our

walls at 3/8 of an
inch

* Unpacked three
bags

COme éhd See...

Our Front Porch

By Laura personnel? How do you help people to
Often in the past few weeks, I've found earn but also make sue that they’re
aupaclf disking. “Masdhow’s on the ceally invested in their edncation®> How
porch again; I better peay for lots of much money do you give or loan to

wisdom and the right words.” In just the

people, and for what reasons? How do

first two days after we got back, Matthew you have all of these conversations (and

had several long discussions about the
future of the Bible school, the kifestyles
and riches of Americans (This might
have been a hint that ous visitors needed
some money), nniversity costs both m
the States and Nigeria (This might have
been 2 hint that we should pay for
someone to go to nnwersity here), how

to help the students find money for food

and school fees, the state of Choistian
primary education here, and whether
moge North Amenican missionaries will
come to Our area.

Some of these discussions are a lot of
fun, like explaining snow or descrbing
farming in North America while David
gives a demonstration with his toy
tractors.

Other discussions are highly stressful.
How do you encourage people in
requests for increased funding and

Serving in Nigeria with Christian Reformed World Missions

more) in a loving way when cultugl and
language barcers make everything a bit
of a dance?

Yet, in the midst of all of these haed
conversations, we ve seen God at work
on ous front porch. We've had many
joyful rennions with the Bible school
staff and students and with area pastors
and evangelists. We've heard about grea
things that happened while we’ze away,
and about exciting plans for the fotuge.
We've come back to this strange, far-
away place, and found ouncselves at
people at work in this place.

Please pray for us as we experience the
joys and stresses of these many hard,
cross-cultugal conversations. Pay for
wisdom, nnderstanding, patience, and
the right words so that we are to
communicate effectively in
encouragment and tmth.

»antl
FARELY,

2850 Kalamayo AVE SE Grand Rapids, MI 49560 waw.crwm.ong S~ R
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God af work, through Geneva Campus Ministry

Connect With Us

Find us on Facebook[fj

In This Issue

The Blossoming of a Student Leader

September, 2011

The Blossoming of a Student Leader

One of our goals at Geneva Campus Ministry (GCM) is to
nurture the faith, skills, and leadership ability of students in
order to prepare them for a lifetime of Kingdom service in
church and society. One such student is Lexi Wallenburg.
Lexi, a member of Inwood Christian Reformed Church and a
graduate of Western Christian High School in NW lowa, came
to Ul as a freshman in the fall of 2009. She won our Jason
Chen Faith and Learning Scholarship that year. Though a
committed member of the Friday International Fellowship that
meets in our home, Lexi is a bit shy and said little during our
Bible studies. Last fall when we asked her to be one of our

Questions, Questions!

Geneva's 40th Anniversary

Short Items

Both our State Fair trip and our
Corn Kick-Off were well
attended. At the Kick-Off, every
dish in the meal included corn,
and we had a great time being
“corn-y!"

Renowned sociologist

Dr. Christian Smith is
scheduled to give our Geneva
Lecture at

7:30 p.m. on October 18. He
has led a major study of 18-23
year-olds and will speak on,
"Souls in Transition: The
Religious & Spiritual Lives of
Emerging Adults."

Prayer ltems

Thank God for the new students
we have come to know, and for
the openness many of them
have on spiritual matters. Ask
that they faithfully attend our
Bible study and other activities.
Thank God for the growing faith
of some of our students, and
ask God to continue to work in
their hearts and lives.

Ask God that Lexi, Marlino, and
other students will continue to
blossom as Christian leaders.
Thank God that next week

Marlino's wife and two young
childran will came fronm

leaders, she immediately said "No!" But God kept nudging her,
and by January she stepped forward and offered to serve, and
has done a good job of leading the group ever since.

This summer Lexi was on campus taking a Spanish course. A
poem the class was studying had the word "stone," and the
professor asked the students what the words "stone" or "rock"
reminded them of. Lexi thought of the stone in front of Jesus'
tomb, but was not sure how the students and professor of our
"secular" university would react to that. But, again feeling God's
nudge, she shared the thought. To her surprise, several
students and even the professor began chiming in with other
biblical references to stones. Lexi's courage opened a door for
the class! It also led her to further study the Scriptures for
references to rocks and to lead our Bible study that Friday night
on that theme. A student from Germany said afterwards: "I'll
never look at rocks the same way again!"

We obtained a grant from the Christian Reformed Church, and
Lexi is now working a few hours a week as a "Geneva Student
Minister." | am mentoring her regularly as part of that process. It
has been so much fun to see Lexi blossom!

Questions, Questions!

This fall we have a very diverse group of students coming to
our Friday International Fellowship. They have ranged in age
from 17 to 40+, and from countries such as China, Taiwan, the
U.S., Romania, Zimbabwe, Iran, Germany, South Korea, and
Mozambique. Religiously they range from life-long Christians to
new Christians to seekers to those with very little religious
background to skeptics to a believer in aliens to a committed
Muslim (did | forget anyone??!!).

The topic for our discussions this fall is "Who is God?" and we
are looking at Old Testament passages that describe the nature
and actions of God. It's been a wild and wonderful time of all
kinds of questions! Such as: "How can we know that God


http://by145w.bay145.mail.live.com/mail/#LETTER.BLOCK7
http://by145w.bay145.mail.live.com/mail/#LETTER.BLOCK8
http://by145w.bay145.mail.live.com/mail/#LETTER.BLOCK10
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32teHVHCpBvbVuTklk1TJegHO6QYNERg530utli6rGnak-CZA2xagntStEuIKLfcLY7qmH6GY3JY7TcLWLTh3CD3oZfqxVg8o38=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32tRF0xXNULSnTBZ8HNmSZI1NLUbWwblFsr63446Vu9Sggs4yXWd_eQRvnvnU_MaBedOrT7m8SgLC0LEIhdNLjw9_QKvmCHs-8o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32teHVHCpBvbVuTklk1TJegHO6QYNERg530utli6rGnak-CZA2xagntStEuIKLfcLY7qmH6GY3JY7TcLWLTh3CD3oZfqxVg8o38=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32tRF0xXNULSnTBZ8HNmSZI1NLUbWwblFsr63446Vu9Sggs4yXWd_eQRvnvnU_MaBedOrT7m8SgLC0LEIhdNLjw9_QKvmCHs-8o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32teHVHCpBvbVuTklk1TJegHO6QYNERg530utli6rGnak-CZA2xagntStEuIKLfcLY7qmH6GY3JY7TcLWLTh3CD3oZfqxVg8o38=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=an9vvofab&et=1107858431293&s=1040&e=001CadvaL_D32tRF0xXNULSnTBZ8HNmSZI1NLUbWwblFsr63446Vu9Sggs4yXWd_eQRvnvnU_MaBedOrT7m8SgLC0LEIhdNLjw9_QKvmCHs-8o=

Mozambique to join him for the
remaining years of his Ph.D.
program. They have been apart
for two years except for
summers. Please ask for safe
and smooth travel and a good
adjustment to lowa City.
Thank God that our Ministry
Coordinator, Katherine
Damisch, is doing well after
suffering carbon dioxide
poisoning in August.

Ask that the Pella Farm Tour,
October 1-2, will be well-
attended and fruitful.

Ask that the 40th Anniversary
Celebration will be a joyful event
that will honor God and
strengthen the ministry as it
looks to the next 40 years!

Ask that the Geneva Lecture
and seminar will also be well-
attended and fruitful.

exists?" "What is the soul?" "Where was God before he created
the world?" "Why does it even matter what God is like?"
"Doesn't religion make people passive?" "Is faith a gift of God
or something we choose?"

| asked a question of my own to our Chinese students: "Weren't
you taught in school that God does not exist?" Their response:
"Yes, but since the government says it, we don't believe it!" This
is a very open group--and challenging to lead! Please pray for
Lexi and Marlino (a grad student from Mozambique) and | as
we lead the Bible studies and guide the group.

Geneva's 40th Anniversary

Campus ministers, and even some campus ministries, come
and go. But thanks to God's grace, Geneva Campus Ministry
will soon celebrate our 40th Anniversary! On the evening of
Saturday, October 8, there will be a gathering of students,
graduates, faculty, staff, volunteers, donors, prayer partners
and others who have been connected with Geneva over the
years. We will share a meal, remember the past, look to the
future, and offer prayers together. Our themes are:
Celebration as we thank God for his faithfulness and for the
fruitfulness of the ministry over the past forty years.

Community as we gather the diverse groups of people who
are part of the Geneva family.

Commitment as we look ahead to what God has in store for
Geneva in the future.

If you would like to join this free event, you may register here no
later than October 2.
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Decr friends,

That Sundoy morning in early September | cauld
Fave beer home. | had saent part of t1e previous
vieek in meelings wilh portners in Taznma,
Washington.

As Joel Vian Nyke, CRYWM missionary in
Guatemala, and 1 drove inte ynden, Washington,
| could fiove inistuken Lie innnacalale homas,
manicured lowns and NDutch windmills for Pelle,
lowa, wl-ere | attended high school and whase my
mother now lives,

Buz it was more than the Dutcr windm lls that
made me fee' os if | were homz. These were also
hints of Centra America, where | now live and
veork, in Lthe corversclions | kad with members of
Third Chriszion Reformed Cnurck as we ote lunch
after the service.

My new [iends at Third Lyaden sprinkled Lhei-
table tolk wich expressions like: “miss onal
church”... “grace poals in the lowest ploces”...
“doing mivistry 'with’ rather thar ‘o’ or “for’
ctazrs.” | Feard them speaking passionately
cbout God os aleady present and wo-king crmong

the “least, lost ond lost.”

All of this was largucge | had first learned

in Central America as acrt of the Stretegy of
Transfermation, an alliance between Christian
Refarmed Werld Wissions and Center for
Traas®ormng Mission to equip churcias ta
minister wizh the “leas:, last, and lost” in the
"hord places.”

The members of Third Lynden had lzarned
this language on vsion trips they had token
to Guaternala. Joel Van Dyke, whose work

in Guatemale is supporied by Third Lynden,
distinguishes visian trips from missian trips. The
purpose of ¢ mission trip is to do. The purposc of
a vision Ly is Lo sea. A visicr wip is eninvitation
for an nutside- {0 come and see what God is
doing through local, grassroots lvaders who are
serving Lhei” awn peaple in hard places.

On these vision trips the memiess ol Tird Lynden
nave sut o the Fret of Guaternalon Christians
who cre working with gang members, p-isoners,
street Kids, families who Yive and wark ir the city
dump, and child-en in la-gest usban slum.

But it is not that vis on trips that Joel Van Dyke
argenizes cre ol seeing a1d ro doing. It is that
the doing lakes place when the visitors go back
name. The whole vision trip is a challeage to each
aorticipant to live missions as o li'aslyle in tha
cantext where God hos placed h m ar her,
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My cormersaticr partners wold e hawr they had
begur W idunlily Lhe hard places in their own
cammunity of Lynden — some of which they hac
nat even noticed before. They cacitecly shored
how they hud ceveioped deep relotiorships with
residents o o troiler park.and how skateboa-ding
was providing a Eridge ta ot risk youth, They
odded demils abous commrurity gardens,
volunteering with Habital ler Hamenity, service
cuy ul lhe local 1 gh school - ond Shalom Surcay
vihen woership bubbles up fram service projects in
t1= community. A memrber of the chiurch wha is a
policamen shared how be has came to vew risk
kids in the community d’Ferently.

P 3 Vogee =t

The vision for what God can do when we netwark
for Christcentered transformaotior has mrny
aspects. It includes cultivatirg Cospel ecosystems
thct ma<e the Gospel ~eal in the nere ond now of
specitic plcces like Guatemala City ard Mortreal,
Cannoda,

But it alsa includes ~urturng deep relaziornships of
mutual respect arnd lecraing belween Christans
in Nosth A erican und Cheistiars in other ports
of the world. | felt zhot Christians in Lhirc Lyadea
and Guatemala were showing us the way.

Meybe thot is another reason | fell as i* | were
home that Sundcy marning.

In Chrisl,
Toel Hu/ysex

“On Mended Wings" by Carel Van Klomn=nberg
ells stories aof tronsfoarmatan assaciated with
the ministry cf the Nehemiah Center. You

ran advance arder it today at htlp:/fwwew.
thewriieolece bic/bookp ace/fmenw rgs

From Dot and Wink Zylstra:

We visited Galveston County for the third and final time to do CRWRC-DRS September 8th
through October 2nd. The site will close down permanently in April. We were only there a few hours
when Whitney stopped in at our home at Maranatha Baptist church to greet our team. We rebuilt his
home last fall and ﬁe became very dear to all of us. If you remember in my report to you last fall
Whitney came to church with us on Sunday, answered to the alter call, and gave his heart to the Lord.
Our worries as to if the church would give him the support and friendship that he needed after we
left were unwarranted. Whitney is a totally changed man. It is as if a light has gone on inside him and



it radiates love and warmth. He used debris that was left on his yard after hurricane Ike to build
himself a small trailer. He hooks it behind his car and carries his lawn mower, weed whacker, and
brooms to the church. Three days a week he does the lawn care and cleaning of the church. The
church pays him a small amount and saves pop cans for him. Church members also save things for
him that they think he may be able to use as he has the talent of putting pieces of “stuff” together and
making very useful items from them. The little man that had down cast eyes, answered questions
with only one word, and felt himself worthless and useless is now the man that greeted the green
shirts with both arms waving and a big smile. He loves to just visit with us and tell everyone about
what the Lord has done for him. While he and I stood visiting in the foyer of the church, he whipped
a dust cloth out of his pocket and dusted all the tables and track racks. In between sentences he
informed me, “I want to keep MY church clean.” When Wink was hitching up the pick up to the 5th
wheel in preparation to head north, Whitney came to watch, ask questions, bid us farewell and again
thank us for our work in his house and the Galveston area. We began to wonder if we would have to
stay another day! It is amazing to see how the Holy Spirit works.

We had a small team with only eight ‘on the job” workers. Three of the guys finished up a
house and then came to help us at Jasper and Dorothy Valorie’s home in Texas City. It is a small two
bedroom home that needed to be leveled and then repaired in every room. Because of rotted floors,
walls and ceilings, the bathroom and kitchen were totally gutted and new wall board was put up.
The living-dining room and one bedroom’s walls, ceiling, and floor were also repaired. This left
Jasper and Dorothy only one bedroom to live in while the rest of their house was torn apart. With the
mid-day temperatures for the entire three weeks ranging from 94 to 103, I don’t know why Dorothy
didn’t suffocate in her one bedroom with all her belongings stacked to the ceiling.

Jasper and Dorothy were in their mid-seventies and had lived in their home for over fifty
years. They had seen their neighborhood deteriorate to where they could trust no one. They warned
us often to keep our tool trucks locked, not put boards or tools away from the foundation of the
house, and never let anyone inside the house as, “We have no friends.” Jasper did not dare to leave
the house even to go to church. “I go down early on Sunday morning and get things ready while
Dorothy is here, but I stay here and guard the house with your tools.” Wink and I were really made
aware of the transition from fear of all strangers to total trust of the green shirt team. We were the
fourth team to promise to fix their home, but the first one to not take their money and then leave
town. For most of the first week Jasper sat on the front porch and watched as we totally tore into his
home. On the second week he was visiting with us and Dorothy would come out of her bedroom on
occasion. By the third week, we were old %riends. Jasper told us with tears in his eyes, how much he
respected us and how glad he was that we were Christians that respected him. At lunch on day while
we sat on paint buckets in his back yard, Jasper Serenaded us by singing “How Great Thou Art” in a
rich baritone voice sung in the Negro spiritual style. It was so beautiful! One could hear and feel the
love that he had for his Lord and it brought tears to my eyes. We had to pass the cosmetic finishing of
the home to the next team so we may just take a detour on the way to the valley to pay Dorothy and
Jasper a visit and see the finished project. Since we have worked in the Galveston area three times, we
checked out past homes that we rebuilt. We were happy to see that they looked great and were being
taken care ofl.)

We plan on being part of another Disaster Rebuild in the spring. With all the storms this past
summer and all the sites that CRWRC-DRS are evaluating, it will be exciting to see where we are
Flaced. God is so good to us and has given us the health, ability, financial means, and prayers of

ellow Christians so the job could be done. And then He has blessed us with so much joy for serving
the needy. God is so good!! Praise His name!



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

November 1
November 3

November 4

November 5

November 6

November 7

November 9
November 10
November 11

November 12

November 13

November 14

November 16

November 19
November 21

November 23
November 25
November 27

November 28
November 29

November 30

John Howerzyl
Sarah Van Wyk
Becca VVos

Ed Dieleman
Brayden Van Sant
Bradley Van Sant
Nicholas Arkema
Dorothy Zylstra
Kendra Steuhm
Jodi De Vries
Wesley Zylstra
Jacie Kramer

Edna Fynaardt
Linda Menninga
Keith Vos

Tim Hardeman
Joel Vos

James H. Nikkel
Marcella Laverman
Eloise Collins
Rochelle Parker
Alvin Fopma

Rick Fopma
Kendall Arkema
Larry Vande Voort
Marla VVos

Sadie Albright (92)
Julie Van Wyk (Lauren)
Zelda Engbers
Joan Vos

Peter Van Soelen
Dwight Vander Leest
Nolan Vos

Ryan Hofer

Darin Hofer

Scott Roose

Levi Laverman
Julie Van Wyk(Dale)
Ronda Van Soelen
Cory Zylstra

Julia Jansen

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

November 1
November 4
November 6
November 7
November 18
November 19
November 22
November 28

Harlan & Norma Beerends

Gary & JoAnn Fynaardt

Ervin & Gayle Fopma

Joe & AnnaMae Vander Beek (60)
David and Monica Nikkel (5)
Doug & Brenda Vos

Larry & Carolyn Vande Voort
Frank & Karen Van Soelen

Dale & Julie Van Wyk



Each month Crossroad Connection, the web radio ministry of Crossroad Bible Institute, offers more
great messages, interviews, letters from prison and so much more as a voice for restorative justice.
The weekly 15-minute programs are available to listen to at www.cbi.fm and on select radio stations
throughout the United States and abroad.

Week of November 6: FAMILIES FORCED TO PAY FOR PRISON VISIT

A former judge is fighting a new law in Arizona that forces family members to pay a fee to visit loved
ones in prison..

Week of November 13: BIG CITY MAYOR FINDS HIMSELF BEHIND BARS

Former Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick talks about his fall from power, his time behind bars and
his faith in God’s plan for redemption.

Week of November 20: LOST WITHOUT FAITH

Drug addiction, depression and feeling lost without faith are some of the topics international
prisoners write about in this week’s Letters from Prison.

Week of November 27: CHOOSING JAIL OR CHURCH?

Broadcast News shares stories from around the world, including a town’s jail or church sentencing
plan, a lawyer’s calling to defend the poor and human rights violations in Liberian prisons.

Groundwork - Ministry of The Back To God Hour Ministries International

November 6 - Christ's 2nd Coming: We're supposed to be looking forward to the return of Christ,
but so much we’re taught is scary. What do we do with the vision of the future? What does the Bible
say about the rapture? Join the November 6th Groundwork conversation that will help answer some
of these questions. Tune in to Groundwork - find a local radio station or listen online at
www.GroundworkOnline.com.

November 13 - Heaven and the Resurrection: Christians believe in "the resurrection of the body," as
the Apostles' Creed states. What about the people or books that claim near-death experiences: “I died
and went to heaven; let me tell you my story.” Can they be true? What does the Bible teach about the
resurrection of the body? Join the Nov. 13 Groundwork conversation on 1 Corinthians 15.

November 20 - Understanding Hell: As Christians, we often have to formulate an answer to the
question: “What kind of God would condemn people to hell?” To find answers to questions relating
to hell and God’s character, Dave Bast & guest co-host Rev. Meg Jenista dig into Revelation 20. Tune
in and join the Nov. 20 Groundwork conversation.

November 27 --Heaven and the Kingdom of God: The Christian promise of heaven has been
criticized as "pie-in-the-sky" escapism used to justify the status quo. Author Nathan L.K. Bierma joins
Dave Bast and guest co-host Rev. Meg Jenista to discuss Revelation 21 and 22 and determine how
these chapters help us understand heaven and the kingdom of God. Tune in and join the Nov. 27
Groundwork conversation.



http://www.cbi.fm/

